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Today  we  (Vítor  an d  Sofia) have  taken  two  separa te  t racks... it 's  necessary  to  accom plish  
resul ts  from  the  volunteers  in t he  field... t herefore t he  honeymoon  finished  J.

 Vítor  ha s  s pen t  all  t he  m orning  in  t he  m arket  where  t he  negotiation  is  a  t rue  ar t, 
com paring p rices an d  t rying to  obtain a  discoun t  argueing with  t he  fact  t ha t  t he  goods  are for  
t he  children  of  t he  Dhaka  Project. 
And  the  resul  is  wor th  of  t ha t  
a rgu ment  being  possible  to  achieve 
discoun ts  from  10%  to  30%. 
Surroun ded  by  curious  people  who 
have  never  seen  an  occiden tal  guy 
dealing  in  t he  m arket  (or  t rying)  with  
t he  help  of  Omar,  ano ther  volun teer, 
t he  language  barrier  has  been  
ju m ped,  we  have  even  been  able  to  
per sua de  the  dealer  to  t ake  a  picture  
with  u s.  The  m os t  interes ting  has  
been  when  we  bough t  meet  fro m  a  
bu tcher,  placed  on  a  sidewalk.  We 
have  com pletely  loaded  2  rickshaws  
with  corn,  s pices  and  m ee t.  Being  a  
well  fulfilled  m orning,  I  was  already 
missing  the  children  thinking  abou t  
t he  p ro miss  I had  done to  Mosharof, to  play a  Badmington  m a tch  with  him.

Sofia  ha s  gone  to  perfor me  the  visit s  to  t he  re maining  houses,  accom panied  by  the  
children  who live in t hose houses. After  analyzing all houses  su p por ted  by the  Project, talking  
abou t  t heir  needs, we came u p  to  t hese frightening nu m bers: 
 

– 27 beds
– 86 m a t t resses
– 23 fans
– 82 desks
– 69 chairs
– 55 boxes
– 58 s helves
– 53 kitchen  shelves
– dishes  for  35  fa milies
– kitchen  tools for 16  families
– 98 bed  sheets
– 98 towels
– pain ting for  60  houses
– fixing the  doors  of 9  houses
– 79 m osquito  bed  net s
– fixing ceilings in 27  houses
– and  yet... ren t  new houses  to  

accom plish  a  t ransi tion  for 10  
fa milies who live in ba mboo 
h u ts  withou t  minimal conditions  
for  h u ma ns.



Today we have been  looking for  houses  to  ren t  to  t he  families  needing a  t ransition, having 
already  found  5  available  houses,  whoose  ren t  con tract s  are  going  to  be  assigned  to morrow. 
Here, it is like t ha t... see an d  act  fas tly once t he  needs  are  u rgent, t hey can' t  wait.

As for  t he  re maining,  we  are  t rying  to  obtain  p rices  an d  bu dgets  for  t he  diverse  items  as  
well  as  defining  p riorities,  to  be t ter  see  t he  way  how  to  s pen d  the  dona tions  fro m  Portugal 
an d  Burju man  in Dubai as  well as  Emirates  Founda tion. We will sen d  news  abou t  it!

The emergencies t u rn  u p  behind  each  corner. Today, while visiting a  slu m, Sofia and  Maria  
foun d  a  baby  suffering  fro m  a  very  awfull  skin  disease  on  face  an d  body.  The  family wasn' t  
aware  abou t  t he  severity  of  t his  disease  and  though t  it  was  necessary  to  ask  su p por t  fro m  a  
doctor. The emergencies  appear  as  we tu rn  each  corner. Today, Sofia an d  Maria, when  visiting  
a  slu m,  found  a  baby  suffering  fro m  a  skin  disease  in  face  an d  body  having  a  very  awfull  
as pect.  The  fa mily  wasn' t  aware  of  t he  severity  of  t his  disease  an d  didn' t  t hink  to  be  
necessary to  seek help  fro m  a  doctor. Maria and  Sofia im medatley told  t he  paren ts  to  take t he  
child  to  Dhaka  Project 's  doctor  an d  the  diagnos tic  is  ''Scabies''!   A  highly  infectious  skin  
disease!  Maria  didn' t  know 
tha t  t his  disease takes  fro m  
4  to  6  weeks  to  incuba te  
an d  now  is  concerned  
abou t  it   an d  all  who  have 
ha d  con tact  with  t his  child  
have to  be  diagnosed, Maria 
included.

In  t he  af ternoon  Sofia 
ha d  to  go  out  to  bay  fruits  
�  200  oranges  and  200 
apples  �  a  recom men da tion 
fro m  the  new  n u t ri tionis t  
con tracted  by  The  Dhaka 
Project.  It  has  been  an  
interes ting  experience,  in 
which  she  has  been  a mong 
abou t  30  m en  who  possibly 
ha d  never  seen  an  
occidental face!

As for  t he  m eals,  it' s  all 
on  t he  knee  (improvised) 
Maria  says  she  will  appear  
for  having  lunch  bu t  is  always  doing  a  t housan d  things  at  t he  sa me  time,  t he  Guest  House  
recalls  Rossio  (an  overcrowded  place  in  Lisbon ),  in  a  continuous  get ting  in,  get ting  out,  a t  
every minu te... an d  as  a  resul t, t his  night  we took an  hour  to  go ou t  and  ea t  a  roas t  chicken in  
a  place  si tua ted  so me  15  minu te  rickshaw t rip  from  the  Project,  bu t  fearing  to  cross  t he  fas t  
highway we gave u p  the  rickshaw. In a  relaxing  m o men t  we took  the  time  to  visit  t he  toillets,  
com m on  to  m e n / wo men,  it's  u ns peakable...  Back  to  t he  quar ter  a t  aroun d  10  PM we  have  
gone to  visit  a  family whose  3  children  wanted  to  come  with  u s  an d  sleep  in t he  Guest  House. 
After playing and  laughing with  t he m, t hey got  asleep, and  we got  back to  work. Around  1  AM 
we  are  s till  finishing  this  diary,  answering  emails,  finishing  a  few  ad minis t ra tive  tasks  and  
m aking plans  for  to mor row. 


