
4th  day in Dhaka,

9 th, December,  2007  �  We got 
u p  early  in  t he  m orning,  in  a  
beau tiful  su nny  day,  hearing 
the  noise  come  fro m  the  s t ree t  
where  t he  rickshaws  were 
con tinuously  tinkling,  t he  call 
to  t he  p ray  come  fro m  an  
announcer  holding  a 
megaphone  in  the  s t ree t, 
re minde d  u s  t ha t  Allah  is 
Great.
Firstly  we've  gone  to  t he  
n u rsery  to  offer  t he  res t  of  t he  
gift s  brought  fro m  Portugal 
an d  chocolate  tablets  from  
MacMillans.
By  the  10  AM,  we  began  the  

2n d  roun d  of  our  visits  to  t he  
families'  houses,  today  m ore  
u sed  to  t he  labyrin thic  s t reet s  
an d  the  appalling  conditions  seen  in  so me  houses.  The  visit s  beco me  fas ter  today  d ue  
thanks  to  our  experience  lived  on  the  p revious  day.  Now,  p repared  an d  coordina ted,  t he  
families'  needs  inventory  is  done  in  a  m ore  efficient  m a n ner,  so  t ha t  we  have   been  able  to  

visit  94  houses  un til  t he  end  of  t he  2n d  visit s'  d ay!  Along  these  visits  we  have  been  
app roached  by  a  m ot her  with  a  baby  in  her  ar ms  showing  u s  a  pa per  with  a  na me  of  milk  
writ ten  on  it,  asking  u s  su p por t  for  her  child  because  t his  was  in  an  u n der  n u t ri tion  
condition,  see ming  to  be  a  baby born  before  time, s pi te  of  being  2  m o n t hs  old.  Though  this  

family  were  no t  being 
s u p por ted  by  The  Dhaka 
Project,  as  soon  as  she  
knew,  Maria  ordered  the  
milk  im media tely,  saying 
tha t  so metimes  ha p pens  
t ha t  t hey  have  to  s u p por t  
so me  families  not  
enrolled  by the  p roject.
However,  we  ha d  also  our  
u nexpected  m o ment s,  as  
t he  invita tion  come  fro m  
a  rich  landlord  of  t he  
quar ter  to  visit  his  house. 
The  difference  between  
his  house  and  his  tenan t s '  
is  absolu tely  abyssal,  bu t  
t his  70  so me  years  old  
m a n  cohabits  daily  with  
his  tenan ts  in  t he  sa me 
cour tyard.

 Nayon, a landlord, 
Vítor and Omar.
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In  t he  af ternoon  Sofia  has  been  
in  charge  of  visiting  t he  
re maining  houses  with  Nayon, 
accom panied  by  a  few  children  
so  t ha t  it  could  be  easier  to  
iden tify  t he  houses.  Vítor  an d  
Omar  have  ha d  the  chore  of  
going  to  buy  the  weekly  needs  
for  400  children.  This  ta sk  has  
been  a  t r ue  challenge,  finding 
things  as  liquid  milk,  (where  
only  powder  milk  is  used)  in 
t he  middle  of  t he  m arket s, 
negotiating,  paying  an d  finding 
a  m eans  of  t rans por ta tion  to  
take  t he  m erchandise  to  t he  
p roject.  They  only  have  been  
able  to  acquire  par t  of  the  lis t  
t ha t  is:  milk  and  legu mes  400  
children  for  a  week  cos ting  a  
to tal  a moun t  of  52  Eur  (280 
AED  �  77  USD),  i.e.,  52  Euros 
for  400 kids! 
We ca me  back  ho me, tired  bu t  ha p py  for  help  in  run ning  the  p roject, get ting  so me  res t  with  
t he  children  who have come to  visit  u s  a t  t he  Guest  House. One of t he  kids, Massou d, playing  
with  Vítor  in  a  s mall  p roof  of  s t rength,  s howed  u s  to  have  s t rength  an d  m u scles  above  the  
nor mal for  an  11  years  old  kid. He ha d  as  m uch  power  as  an  adult... ei ther  Vítor  was  weak or  
t he  child  was  above  the  average... Surprised,  we  got  to  know  tha t  Massou d  works  everyday  
carrying  bricks  fro m  6  in  t he  m or ning  and  a t  9  goes  to  school.  In  s pi te  of  all  his  resul ts  in  
t he  school are good, 70% . One m ore su r p rise!

Tomorrow will be  a  grea t  day. We are  going to  reach  the  end  of t he  challenge given  by Maria, 
to  visit  104  houses.  But  t his,  t ha t  see ms  to  be  a  challenge  for  u s,  is  no thing  m ore  t han  a  
s mall par t  of t he  m o u n tain. Now the  m os t  impor tan t  is to  find  houses  for  t he  people in m os t  
need.  On  the  o ther  side  we  have  to  buy  the  basic  for  t hese  families,  s uch  as  a  bed,  a  
m a t t ress,  a  ne t  to  s top  the  m osquitoes,  a  chair  or  a  s mall  table  to  be  possible  t he  kids  
s t u dying a t  ho me, and  so  u sing the  m o ney raised  in Portugal...

Thank you
Sofia
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families


