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MARIA makes

a difference in

DHAKA: SLUM

AN ar flJ 1ass Was s
moved by the '-"!'!i.1|:!
conditions she withessed
on a trip to the capita

of Bangladesh that it
motivated her to step up
andad make a '*.f"1|- Lii”""i
writes Akash Loungani

Phatos courtesy of MARIA CONCEICAD

Ilaria isn't
afrakd to get
down mind
dirty memd baiig
a il o
many fneos
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A gantie zephyr has breathed new e into the shims: of
northern Dhaka, the capital of Bang h. Maria Conooi
with, her moonlit face, sunshine smile, and warm glow has
descented ke a guardian angel into the heans and lives of
the impovershed, deprived, and the most nesdy in the city's
slums.

IncApml 2005, on her very first visit to Dhaka, Maria
Concelcag, an Emirates Airdines airhostess, was shocked
by ihes abject poverty that she witnossed, The sight of littke
children bepging for alms with no clothes on their backs, the
lack of sanitation and ciean water, and the cramped spaces
warg ust oo overwhelming. She visned an orphanage run by
s where sha was introduced to & 16 yearold girl who had
| Lt e 4 twing. The malnourished newborns could bansly
fir im0 the palm Of her hand, She retumed 10 Dubai knowing
thiere was something that she had to do.

Hoa0

nu

Students have
benafited from
the work of
many volunteers
who help the
Dhaka Project

More than Money

Maria knew she wanted 1o do mdre tha
following mc
On viniting orphan, -hospitals and going 1
she knew thal real change was only possitile
the people with knowladge

. sha returned to Dhaka on a ten-day field tnp.

il Lims,

empowerng

o meet ie's challengas and the

skills 10 re|ntegrate them inle the com
Maria set Up a committes with five wolunt
2005

a sewng Instructor and placed women fram the strests into

5, AW I by

hey rented a house, bought sewing machines. employed

thelr sewing school, Since then, Marta with her indetatizable
spirit, hes poured 0 time, money, snargy and resoumes to

further tiwe cause of the project Initially, contributions: ward
recewvad i the form of clothes, toweis and unusad 1oilstr
Financing was aidad throtugh small charitable donations and

garage sales.

The sight of little children
begging for alms with no
clothes on their backs,
the lack of sanitation

and clean water, and the
cramped spaces were just
too overwhelming.”

Imparting Skills

The primary objective of The Dhaka Project is 1o impart skills
and knowledge 10 adult meambers of Tamilles so they can
OVEICOIME poverty and DeCc financially sasif-sufficient
At the same time, the emphass s 1o support sustalnabl

development, particularly with ohildren. Shor-term aid in
the form of clothing, food. and medical aid s provided to the

families while they are engaged m the Larning
use lnoal resources whersver PGS‘EF"L—' 850 a5 o Support e
local economy and anabie work longevity

Three programmes that are being run in congruence &

reach thésa objectives are!

Children’s Education Development Programme:
The children are selected from low productivity or low-income
families living n slum areas, The programme catars 1o
childran aged four and above, providing I
and supporting their dally basic needs such as food. school
uniforms, books,

 with aducation

ationery matenal, minooals, shoes, socks
I

ard Ledlitries, A coimpLter lEaning cantre, & ibmry and spon

and recreational activities ane avallable

Women's Skills Development Programme:
Thewomen's programme involvestraming in En
tailloring. heautician sk

pish langu
5 and Tabrication of handicrafis

o
|adins are also provided with dally meals, stipend salary and
raw materais; Courses last betwesn so months 10 One year
and on complation of tralning, efforts ane being made 1o plaoe
the women in jobs of thair spacialization. In order o h
women focus on leaming their skills effectively an
manmer, a pre-school and a day cane facility ara of
parusipants” children

v (o tha
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Men’s Skills Development Programme:

itted nto a driving school, and undanEke
adait

Thi men are adm

. e

ject has recently purchased
5, which the mean may renl oul 10 earm
swpplemantery income. Walding and carpentar workshops arn
a0 avaiable

To engLme mvglens, medical, and

suitabile ‘ampiovabllity

wolfare newds are critical. Basic homes are provided with

lothies and food. In additlon, & medical and dental oent

available, When needed, The Dhaka Project provides: funds to

poor families for essental medications

Education, Doctors and Dentists
The Dhakn Project

continues o grow 2nd emposwar the Childnen and acuits Trorm

n operation fof just Ovir two yoors

slums. A BS5-member stall & respons|ble for ovar-sesimg

essful running of ol programmes snd o the day-to

ans of the peoyadct,

| /¥ The Dhaka Project hopes to
instil in children at a young
age, a caring concern for the
environment and a sense of
spcial responsibility.”

The Dhaka Projpect School provides

chlldmen, based on the

Project also Sponsors and

ther 500 ehildren

sducation n iocal

tabrlcas

g handcraits

The Dhaka

Project Sponsors
many chiidren
o hedp them get
an educthon
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oducation o 200
~ilurm, The Dhaka
io recelve

Al ehilgren under the care of (e Dhaka Project have
8T VE d against hepatitts B, polio, and ty L Asa
r ilnity. 50 rubbish binsand throo watsr

pUmPS My (1 10 foster & cleaner envirpnmeant. In

aodition, qua i dental practitioners wisit the community

a regular b and & doctor runa weekly medical ahech-ups

ZINE on.cail In LanNs.

case of any amargency SHum

mada (he

as Wwell a5 D

oe nceplion, about 50 families have

wafl ransition from thelr slum dwellings Into moré

stable housing,

Health is a
primary concem
of the Dhaks
Project




The Story of Nurul and Hamida
Nurul and Hamida Islam, hiad
lead In close proximity
o o stagnant ke, which was their only source of wister

a marmad couple It thédr

fe:in the siums of Dhake. They

They ekod i

an existence by Degeing on the Stroets
ANEl plEing whatiwer

T the grounds of

ns-and foogd they could fnd 1o aat

heanng abo

lacal markets, O i the

Project, thay knew they had 0 seipe this opporur ity

to turn thair wiord Hamida enmilled at the Dhaka

Project’s Beauty Sc arried how 1o drive

ust & few months, ther lives were transformed beyvond thes

EIDECTETIONS,
Aruma Sakhi, a beautician with 3 salon at the Crowne Plaza
Haotei, Duba on @ voluntear trip to Dhaka m ssed with

Hamida's potential and her constanthy Improving grasp il the

English language. She wis thus able t
Cribal working in & salon. Soon afer

3 tour company in Duba

farmicka & pob n

Nuru| was aso offer

position as a drver (o

= now awalls thell passpomrs & a9 Tor thas

nere dawen In thes Hves Thelr sucoess will Inspie others 1o

excel gnd make & differance In thalr lves, A larger saliary

working sbroad will niso uitimately make d huge difference in
in Dhska

wig af The

Volunteers Give Large

3 fo pour in from a
1t
and fa

5 Also hetp with writin

omers of the warid

re thejr passions and make a

From sirmply

1\ o '_...||:. with

Engiish. vol

milear ol

5. Volu
ity T help s

sp0rts,

Lt

¥, BIMang
ANty of oppo

visihing

and cor

Ohaka are g@iven p

wct faciiies

Volunteers nave

Been Instrumental (0 hedp g raiss

furids for e g 2ol Just rocently

d Mount Ki

Oon January

b Pickard and Rober
nar IJI 0 angd J
DB, Mara and ber ammy of

1the

Peiice climbx sucessiully rai

18th,

teers will De ek mamithon ar

Maria has done

an amazing job

ta help the poor
of Bangladesh

Alr hostess
LG ]
Conceican
n i hess
glamarows
e

Mother Maria

ar B won ¢ - 5 Marin I8 an
. A ExcEnthor sy
MNaris

6 & Innavations

oxnelent e Rl

creative onate young Portuguese

wak honoured
Mothe

v call har, s 1

2007 EU Women Invento

Awards Maria as her 700 tnd ©

Wfection: n her FEnes

oUrmey 15
Thie i
et prow

care 1o the children

must e dons

1 (e

mdear their R

T dimable, a8

ally secure and sust

been S&l up o el do othés: & (

bean S8l up o supply lunch meals 10 of e workes

handcrans and dresses manufactured In-holse

wElLE. Af

Eonarato fresh sthaaims of i Intarnaet cialé has also

hean estnblishod

A Concern for the Environment

With {1 najghborhood

wirlg B oup publi

nergy

@ Caring comoE

resporsibility

The Dhaka Projec! sesks to ralse enough

gl i Dhake tor 100

plot of Iand and

0asol

Lllil'hll',. sacondary and pre-dnivarsily egucall a5 Wi

vicational skills training. It also wishes to raise funds lo open

v Medical Centra for the

The Dhaka Project has

arnerged on feric wings WTHINE

with it hope and an abundance of

ovie. Success depends or

donations Lo improve the bves of children and e

O

0 SO e

O @margs
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CONTACT INFO

The Dhaka Project
wWebsite: www i eh:
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